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May Easter Joy be Yours! 

By Pastor Jeong Park 
   On the first day of April, we will celebrate Easter shouting out with joy, “Christ Is Risen, He Is 
Risen Indeed!” Truly we are the Easter people! Why does Easter truly matter to us?  

   The essence of Easter tells us that Jesus emptied himself, then God raised him from death to life. At 
the last moment of his life, Jesus yielded up his spirit to God. He surrendered and emptied out himself 
to make us new and full with the divine love! Easter is a spiritual reminder that God restores our 
spiritual identity, that we are created in His image. We are precious children of God. When we 
acknowledge that we have space for the new inside us, God will fill us with His love! Ask yourself if 
you have any space for the new as we celebrate Easter with joy.  

   C.S Lewis, the author of Chronicles of Narnia, wrote in his book, Mere Christianity about our faith,  
“The Christian way is different: harder, and easier. Christ says, ‘Give me All. I don’t want so much of 
your time and so much of your money and so much of your work: I want You. I have not come to 
torment your natural self, but to kill it. No half-measures are any good. I don’t want to cut off a 
branch here and a branch there, I want 
to have the whole tree down…Hand 
over the whole natural self, all the 
desires which you think innocent as 
well as the ones you think wicked- the 
whole outfit. I will give you a new self 
instead. I will give you Myself: my own 
will shall become yours.’”      

   Christian spirituality doesn’t focus 
on suffering, sacrifice and surrender 
but joy in our souls.  In this Easter 
season, I hope that you will rediscover 
God’s saving love, the fullness inside 
you and the everlasting life and joy in 
the Easter story.  

   May Easter joy be yours! 

 

Did you know that we have an 

Instagram account? 

It is fairoaksumc. 

Need help signing up or 

logging on? 

Ask Sydney Moore. 

 



Prayer Requests 
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Do you have prayer requests? 
Contact Nancy Klanjac  

(nanklan1@aol.com; 916-967-5427)  
or the Church Office  

(office@fairoaksumc.org; 916-961-6631)  
so the members of our prayer chain can pray for you.  
Prayer requests are also printed in the monthly Acorn. 

   Nancy Klanjac has been transferred to Manor Care in 
Citrus Heights.  She is doing much better.  She recently 
began physical therapy.  Please pray for her continued 
improvement and for her family's peace of mind. 

   Daniel Palu has been transferred to Eskaton on 
Manzanita.  He is receiving dialysis three times per 
week.  Keep him in your prayers as he regains strength 
in his body. 

   Joe Millican is out of the hospital and awaiting results 
of tests.  Prayers for good news from the tests. 

   Sheri Johnson’s wrist is on the mend.  She has a new 
periwinkle blue cast from the elbow down.  Prayers for 
continued healing and more good news. 

   Karlene Brown asks for prayers for her niece, 
Desiree'.  Please pray for a positive pathology report.  

   Prayers of thanks for Ruby Wicker’s successful eye 
surgery.  Continued prayers as they prepare for surgery on the other eye in April. 

   Diana Elmer is finishing radiation treatment for breast cancer.  Prayers comfort and healing for 
Diana and her family. 

   Joshua Park has a kidney problem called hydronephosis (a blockage of the kidney.  It has gotten a 
little bit worse.  They'll do an ultrasound in a couple of months.  Please pray for the whole family 
and especially for comfort for Joshua. 

   Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola 
Morphis,  Margy Lauritzen, Doris Ashworth, 
Dottie Noss, Gay Anderson, and all of our church 
members and friends who may not make it to 
church regularly in your prayers. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns Communion for the Homebound 

   Communion for  the 
Homebound will be offered 
on the first Sunday of each 
month.  Please contact the 
Church Office if you or 
someone you know would 
like to receive communion in 
their home. 
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   It is a pleasure to announce that on March 3rd the 10th Annual Chili Feed 
and Cake Auction was attended by 48 people who enjoyed dinner, 
fellowship and a presentation on the status of the Endowment Ministry. 
Between ticket sales, donations, and the sale of 18 cakes and baked items we 
raised $1,282.  

Endowment Ministry Annual Update by Tom Wold 

Annual Fund Report presented:  

2017 ENDOWMENT FUND SUMMARY:  (December 31, 2017) 

INVESTED FUND VALUE: $ 139,028  ** 

ANNUAL INCREASE IN FUND VALUE: $ 17,843  

AMOUNT TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 2018: $   5,900 

 

**The reported Fund Value does not include the commercial property 
donation received in late December 2016, which at the time of the 
presentation was in escrow at a sale price of $117,000.  

The distribution this year will go to the Music Ministry.  

   Your Endowment Ministry Members wish to thank the entire congregation for their participation 
and support. A special thank you to Mary Ellen Milne and Lyn Gras who provided extra chili, 
Cynthia Wold for providing a vegetable soup, Ellen Couch for being the auction bookkeeper, and 
Youngjae Park for providing audio-visual support.  

   Please direct any questions about our Endowment Ministry Program to any of our Ministry 
Members: Karlene Brown, Ben Couch, Bill Floyd, Ellen Frosch, Sheri Johnson, Pastor Jeong Park, 
and Tom Wold.  
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Update on Sewer Repair Project by Tom Wold 
   Drain Masters completed the repair on the sewer line blockage. Unfortunately, after Teichert 
Construction did the repair on the asphalt in the Little Methodist School parking lot, the soil beneath 
compacted further and has caused a drop in the asphalt. Drain Masters has contacted Teichert 
Construction and once we have several days of dry weather they will come out and remove the sinking 
asphalt, compact the soil beneath and repair the asphalt. We appreciate the efforts put forth by Drain 
Masters to solve our problem and to also map our entire sewer system. They are providing us with 
video images of the system and many of you have seen the photos of the solid mass of roots that were 
causing the blockage under the Little Methodist School parking lot where all of our system flows. 

   At the Endowment Ministry Annual Chili Feed members of our congregation put together a 
“Celebration of the Life of Jean Brown” with photos of her enjoying activities with her close friends 
and church family from the “Little Church On The Hill”.  Jean was a very active member of our 
congregation until changes in her health forced her to move to Sequim, Washington.  

   As a lawyer she provided of her time in helping establish our Endowment Ministry to allow for 
gifting to the church in perpetuity. She remembered our church in 2016 when she donated a small 
commercial real estate property, and in a bequeathal from her trust following her passing in 2017.    

   Her generous contribution of time and resources, along with those of our entire congregation 
through memorials, gifts and time spent working on committees, fund raisers, and work projects will 
provide support for our ministries for years to come…. “in PERPETUITY”. 

CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF JEAN BROWN  

by Tom Wold 



Page 6  

   Are you interested in being a part of our Sunday services while creating beautiful music? If so, 
please come join the Chancel Choir for our rehearsals. The Chancel Choir rehearses every  
Thursday from 7:30-9:00 pm in the Sanctuary and our music selections vary every week. No prior 
experience needed, just a love to sing and a positive attitude!  

   Along with the Chancel Choir, Fair Oaks UMC is happy to welcome the addition of the  
Handchime Choir. We rehearse every Thursday from 6:30-7:20 pm in the Sanctuary. No 
experience is necessary, just an open mind and willingness to learn.  

   Both groups are a different way to share the joys of God while making wonderful music.  Any 
questions, feel free to contact Music Director Eliseo Paniagua at eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com. 

Music Ministry: Share the Joys of God through Music 

By Eliseo Paniagua, Music Director 

Spring Concert 

Sunday, May 20 

Stay tuned for details… 

Contact:   

Music Director  

Eliseo Paniagua 
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How is it with your Soul?   
Thursdays, 7 pm, Library 

Thursday’s small group will be on 

hiatus until April 5.   

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library. 

Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board. 

   All of April will be spent reading the scriptures about the Risen Christ. Some of the 
passages we read will be familiar. Some not so familiar. All are exciting and take us to 
the core of our faith. Remember John telling us that we know only a small part of all 
His wondrous acts? 

   Only by attending the class can you learn where the saying, “It is always darkest 
before the dawn” comes from. Only here can you learn which jobs might be too big 
or too mundane. Only here can you learn what Joe Montana and Simon Peter have in 
common. Only here are you likely to discuss the significance of the location of the Isle 
of Patmos. 

“This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  

(Ephesians 5:32) 

 

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey 

   Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping 
with difficult challenges such as divorce, 
unemployment, loss of a loved one, 
financial problems and more.  We offer 
opportunities for renewal, restoration 
and kinship in a safe, nurturing and 
confidential environment. Meets on 1st 
and 3rd Mondays.  Call the Church 
Office at 916-961-6631 or contact 
Loretta Dodge for more information.  

Life’s Challenges Support 

Group for Men & Women  

April 2 and 16, 

6 pm in the Library 

   Please contact Kathy Glass for new 
schedule and meeting frequency 
beginning in April.   



   Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an 
attachment to an email?  Or would you rather have a paper copy mailed to 
your home?  If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you would like, 
please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org) 
to ask about having it sent a different way. 

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter 
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Lenten Small Groups 
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For Monthly Acorn 

Deadline for May Acorn is 

Wednesday, April 25, 9:00 am 

 

Early submissions are always accepted! 

 

office@fairoaksumc.org or 916-961-6631 

Lenten Soup Gatherings 
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When the office is closed, 

urgent prayer requests or 

pastoral care needs can be 

directed to Pastor Jeong, 

Nancy Klanjac (Prayer 

Chain, 916-967-5427, 

nanklan1@aol.com),  

or Betty Phillips (Caring 

Minister, 916-482-3514, 

bettyharrahs@hotmail.com). 

Monday - Friday 

9 am - 1 pm 
 

The Church Office will be 

closed  

April 2, 25, and 30. 

   Fall 2018 registration is now open to the public.  There are openings in all classes (Toddlers, Three-
Year-Olds and Four-Year-Olds).  We are a parent participation and non participation school that 
focuses on social, emotional, cognitive, physical and spiritual development.  Stop by for a visit or call 
Sue at (916) 961-0368.  Classes start August 20. 

   This month we will be holding a fundraiser at the Habit Burger on April 17 from 4:00-9:00 p.m.  We 
would love for you to stop by and support our school.   Flyers are available in the church office.  Our 
school will earn 20 percent of the receipts. 

   Summer camp will be offered from June 4 - July 27 from 9:00 a.m .-12:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday with the week of 4th of July off.  Registration forms will be available on April 9.   Some of 
our themes include beach, mad science, camping, sports and ocean life.  Please call the office at (916) 
961-0368 or stop by for a registration form. 

Little Methodist School News by Sue Jas, Director 
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   Have you ever found yourself having the conversation above?  Are you missing out on important 
information and reminders that are sent out via email?  Then please consider joining the Church 
Yahoo Email Group.  The Yahoo group is a great way to get information out there during the week 
in between Sunday services and monthly Acorns!   

   To sign up, either go to the group’s website: groups.yahoo.com/group/FairOaksUMC/ or send an 
email to FairOaksUMC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  (If your email address has changed since 
originally signing up, you will need to sign up again.)  Contact the Church Office with any 
questions or if you need help signing up with the group.   

“Did You Get the Email?” 

“What Email?” 

Don’t Miss Out!   

Join the Email Group Today! 

   Thank you to everyone who has donated gloves, scarves, socks, rain coats, towels, money, and so 
much more.  The homeless in our community truly appreciate our help and we appreciate your 
support in making it happen. 

From Tarps and Seasonal Support for the Homeless Ministry  

(Ruby & Paris Wicker, Terri & John Himes): 

† Jiffy Fixers 

Every Tuesday at 9 am 

Contacts:   

Renee Meyer, Sandy Milne 

file:///C:/Users/staff/Documents/WORSHIP%20SERVICES/2016%20Activity%20Inserts/groups.yahoo.com/group/FairOaksUMC/
mailto:FairOaksUMC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Sunrise 

Christian 

Food Bank 
Contact:  

Phyllis Brantley 

BRING YOUR DONATIONS  

1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH! 

Canned Fruit or Vegetables 

Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred) 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Dry Beans  —  Rice 

Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred) 

Ramen-type Soup Mix 

Cold Cereal 

Canned Meats 

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless 

   In addition to providing tarps for shelter, 
Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker hand out other 
items as the season dictates.  (Think flip-flops in 
the summer and rain ponchos in the winter.)  
Monetary donations may be placed in the 
offering plate.  (Please write “Tarps” in the 
memo line of a check or on the outside of an 
envelope for a cash donation.) 

Contact:  Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker 

   A collection jar for 
Downtown Ministries can 
be found in the Narthex 
on the 1st Sunday of each 
month.  Fair Oaks United 
Methodist Church makes 
o n g o i n g  m o n e t a r y 
donations to support 
Downtown Ministries’ 
many programs.   

Downtown Ministries  

Collection Jar    
Contact: Karlene Brown 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of  
the least of  these who are members of  my 

family, you did it to me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.   
Please bring your donations to support our various local 

outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank, 

Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the 

Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches  

in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond... 
 

(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,  

St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC, 

Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.) 

Sacramento Japanese UMC Celebrating 125th  

   This year Sacramento Japanese United Methodist Church (SJUMC) will be celebrating the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the original church on Sunday, April 22, 2018, starting with worship 
services at 10:30 a.m. followed by a “Christ, Honoring Our Legacy, Cultivating Our Future”.   Former 
ministers and their families have been invited.  We are excited to celebrate this occasion with group 
photo and a special luncheon.   The theme of this celebration is “Rooted in you to remember those 
faithful Issei and Nisei who persevered through many hardships, knowing God was always there with 
his continued faithfulness to them.” 

   The Sacramento Japanese Methodist Church was established at its present location in June, 1968 
with the merger of Pioneer Methodist Church and Florin Japanese Methodist Church so it is fifty 
years old; however, its history is rooted with the earliest Japanese immigrants who started their 
Christian work from about 1891, coming down from San Francisco by riverboat.  The Sacramento 
Japanese Methodist Church was chartered in 1893 and was active until the onset of World War II 
when all persons of Japanese ancestry were incarcerated in “relocation” camps.  After the war when 
the Japanese community returned, the church embarked upon a building project in 1948, and in 1954 
the name was changed to the Pioneer Methodist Church. 

   The Florin Japanese Methodist Church was started in 1913 when Dr. H.B. Johnson met with a 
handful of young Japanese immigrants to establish a Christian mission in the town of Florin and to 
organize a Japanese school.  It flourished and grew up to the onset of World War II.  After the war 
many people did not return to the area, and the numbers in the congregation declined.  The fifty-fifth 
anniversary in June, 1968 marked the closing of the Florin Japanese Methodist Church to join with the 
Pioneer Methodist Church to form a new congregation under the name of the Sacramento Japanese 
United Methodist Church. 

   All are invited to this event, but reservations are required by April 13, 2018.  To obtain a 
reservation form, please download one at www.sacjumc.com or call the [SJUMC] church 
office at (916) 421-1017. 

From March 22, 2018 Instant Connection e-newsletter 

Another “Little Church on the Hill”? 
   We often call ourselves the Little Church on the Hill but did you know about the other Little Church 
on the Hill in Oakhurst?  It is a 122-year-old landmark church that has been largely non-
denominational throughout its history.  It has also been designated as a Point of  Historical Interest.  
Read more at https://www.cnumc.org/news/11122223. 

file:///C:/Users/Larryh/Desktop/3-22-18/www.sacjumc.com
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Contact:  Betty Steinbach 



03/29  Maundy Thursday:  

      Social 5:45; Soup 6:00; Service 6:45  

04/01 Easter Sunday, 10 am  

04/02 Easter Monday.  Church office closed. 

04/09 Little Methodist School  

   Summer registration begins 

04/17 Little Methodist School  

   Habit Burger Fundraiser, 4-9pm 

04/22 Guest preacher and  

   Social Media Workshop 

04/29 Circuit musical, “Sing God’s Song”,  

   at St. Mark’s UMC 

05/20 Pentecost Sunday 

05/20 Spring Concert  

05/27 Chancel Choir’s last Sunday in worship  

   before Summer Break 

05/28 Memorial Day.  Church office closed. 

06/04-07/27 Little Methodist School  

    summer school (tentative) 

07/04 Independence Day.   

   Church office closed. 

07/07 Red White Blue BBQ and Pie Auction 

09/03 Labor Day.  Church office closed. 

09/15 Fair Oaks Chicken Festival 
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Pinochle 
   Pinochle will be played on Friday, April 13 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  Come 
on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach you to play Pinochle if 
you have never played before!   

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates… 

April’s Book Club selection is The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman. 
 

   From amazon.com:  “A true story in which the keepers of the Warsaw Zoo saved 
hundreds of people from Nazi hands.  After their zoo was bombed, Polish 
zookeepers Jan and Antonina Zabinski managed to save over three hundred 
people from the Nazis by hiding refugees in the empty animal cages. With animal 
names for these ‘guests,’ and human names for the animals, it's no wonder that 
the zoo's code name became ‘The House Under a Crazy Star.’ Best-selling 
naturalist and acclaimed storyteller Diane Ackerman combines extensive research 
and an exuberant writing style to re-create this fascinating, true-life story―sharing 
Antonina's life as ‘the zookeeper's wife,’ while examining the disturbing 
obsessions at the core of Nazism.” 

Bring a sack lunch and join us on April 23 at noon in the library. 

Upcoming selections:  Jerusalem Diamond by Noah Gordon,  
Break Through by Michael C. Grumley 

Book Club 



Sunday School Teachers 

1  Phyllis Brantley 

8   

15 

22 

29   

 

Easy Worship 

Operators 

1 Adriane Samcoff 

8 Andrew Maret 

15 Youngjae Park  

22 Adriane Samcoff 

29  Andrew Maret 

Page 18 

APRIL WORSHIP SIGN-UPS 
April 1 - Easter, Communion       April 15 - Band Sunday        

Greeters 

1   

8   

15 

22 

29   

Liturgists 

1  Betty Phillips 

8  Elaine Bach 

15 

22 

29   

Children's Time 

1   

8   

15 

22 

29   

April Communion 

Steward:   

Elaine Bach 

Flowers 

1  Easter lilies 

8   

15 

22 

29   

Offering 

1   

8   

15 

22 

29   

Counters 

1  Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner 

8  Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach 

15  Bill Floyd/Lyn Gras 

22  Chong Suk Henderson/ 

Mike Wilhoit 

29   

Communion Servers: 

Barbara Damon 

Cynthia Wold 

Coffee Fellowship 

Hosts 

1  Tongan Ministry 

8  Marets 

15   Kunkels 

22  Wicker/Martin 

29  Easterbrooks 

HOW TO SIGN UP 

You can help out – try 

to sign up a month or 

more ahead of time. 

You can call the 

Church Office or sign 

up on the clipboard 

found on the Narthex 

shelf. Thanks for your 

help! 



April 2018 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC 



The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair 

Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the 

end of each month.  Newsletters are also online at 

FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters. 
 

Next Deadline: Wednesday, April 25, 2018, at 9 am.  
 

Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by 

email at office@fairoaksumc.org.  Submissions may be 

edited for accuracy, length or clarity.   

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.  

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

 

Phone: (916) 961-6631 

Fax: (916) 961-1572 

E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org 

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing 

spiritual growth for each individual, the 

church and the community. 

We’re on the web! 

www.fairoaksumc.org 

Fair Oaks  

United Methodist Church  


